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Operation Fuel and CAFCA Ask Congress
 To Keep LIHEAP at Current Levels
Hartford, Conn., August 2, 2011-- Operation Fuel and the Connecticut Association for Community Action (CAFCA) on Tuesday asked Congress not to cut $2.5 billion from the federal Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) but instead to keep next year’s funding at the 2011 level of $5.1 billion. 
Operation Fuel and CAFCA held a joint news conference as part of the National Fuel Funds Network’s second annual Summer LIHEAP Action Day, which was Tuesday, August 2nd. They were joined by Rep. Vickie Orsini Nardello of the 89th District and Sen. Martin Looney, Majority Leader of the Senate.
Patricia Wrice, executive director of Operation Fuel, pointed out that many Connecticut households now need energy assistance year-round. “For lower-income families and senior citizens on a fixed income, these cuts to LIHEAP will be devastating.  Paying their energy bills has become a year-round challenge. Assistance for electricity during the warmer months is just as important as heating assistance,” added Wrice.
During 2011, 8.9 million households received assistance through LIHEAP. If LIHEAP is cut to $2.5 billion, as proposed by President Obama and the House of Representatives, 3.3 million households will be cut from the program.





--More--
In 2011, Connecticut received a little over $98 million in basic LIHEAP funding. Under the President’s 2012 proposed budget, Connecticut will receive about $41 million in funding, which is a loss of over $57 million. Wrice said the impending cuts to LIHEAP will put a severe strain on non-profit energy assistance programs in Connecticut.

According to the Energy Information Administration, home heating oil is expected to increase 7.2 percent to $4.04 a gallon this coming winter.  
Operation Fuel is a private, nonprofit statewide program that provides emergency energy assistance to lower-income working families, the elderly and disabled individuals who are not eligible for energy assistance from government-funded programs.  For more information, go to www.operationfuel.org.  

